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President Signs Hate

Crimes Legislation
[Excerpted from HRC.org, 10/28/09]

On October 28 President Barack
Obama signed the Matthew Shepard
and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act into law. The new
law gives the Justice Department the
power to investigate and prosecute
bias-motivated violence where the
perpetrator has selected the victim
because of the person’s actual or per-
ceived race, color, religion, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or disability. The
legislation was added as a provision
of the National Defense Authorization
Act earlier this summer.

The Hate Crimes Prevention Act
honors the memory of Matthew
Shepard, a Wyoming college student
brutally murdered in an act of hate
violence in 1998, and James Byrd, an
African-American man who was
dragged to death in Texas in 1998.

The new law also provides the
Justice Department with the ability to
aid state and local jurisdictions either
by lending assistance or, where local
authorities are unwilling or unable,
by taking the lead in investigations
and prosecutions of violent crime
resulting in death or serious bodily
injury that were motivated by bias. It
also makes grants available to state
and local communities to combat vio-
lent crimes committed by juveniles,
train law enforcement officers, or to
assist in state and local investigations
and prosecutions of bias motivated
crimes.

Outer Cape Chorale Chamber Singers

November 22, 3pm, St Peter’s Lutheran Church, Harwich

These wonderful singers will perform a benefit concert for PFLAG’s
Scholarship Fund, so please plan to come and bring your friends.

The Outer Cape Chorale Chamber Singers are selected from the more than
one hundred members of the Outer Cape Chorale whose talent is widely known

across Cape Cod.

The Chorale and Chamber Singers are led by Jon Arterton, twice a
Tanglewood Vocal Fellow at the Berkshire Music Festival, with a Master’s
Degree in Choral Conducting from The New England Conservatory of Music.

We can expect a wide variety of musical styles, all sung a cappella.

Tickets are $15 ($5 age 12 and under) and are available at the door, the
Cranberry Goose Gift Shop in Harwich Port, and the candy counter of the Hot
Chocolate Sparrow in Orleans. Mark your calendars and plan to come!

New HIV/AIDS Rulings

On October 30 President Obama
signed into law a bill extending the
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment
Extension Act, reauthorizing for
another four years the programs that
have provided care for more than half
a million low-income people living
with HIV and AIDS.

Obama also announced the final
regulation reversing our nation’s
prohibition on HIV-positive people
entering the country for travel or im-
migration.

Marriage Equality
Voted Down in ME

[Excerpted from Lambdalegal.com 11/3/09]

Voters said NO to Gay Marriage
in Maine, but there were wins for
equal rights in Washington State and
Kalamazoo, Michigan.

“Just a few days after Halloween,
we see how effective our opponents’
trick-or-treat strategy truly was— go-
ing state to state, shouting ‘boo’ at
voters to scare them into voting away
the rights of their gay neighbors.

Continued on back page



NEWS FROM ALL AROUND

ALABAMA: The Birmingham
Board of Education passed an anti-
bullying policy inclusive of sexual
orientation, gender identity, and
expression. A second policy passed
by the board protects LGBT teachers
from harassment.

ARGENTINA: Congress opened
debate on whether to change dozens
of laws that define marriage as a
union between a man and a woman. It
remains to be seen whether activists
have enough votes to overcome
opposition from religious groups,
particularly the Roman Catholic
Church.

CALIFORNIA: In a surprise
reversal of his veto of the same bill
last year, Gov. Schwarzenegger
signed a bill to set aside a day of
recognition for Harvey Milk. The
new law designates Mr. Milk’s
birthday, May 22, as a day of “special
significance” and encourages schools
to observe days of recognition and
“conduct suitable commemorative
exercises.”

ILLINOIS: Hundreds of students
rallied in support of teacher Dan
Delong who was suspended from
teaching because he gave his
10th-grade students a report on
homosexuality among animals. The
article, “The Gay Animal Kingdom,”
by Jonah Lehrer, concerns research
by Joan Roughgarden, a biologist who
documented homosexual societies
among more than 450 animal species.

LONDON: Thousands gathered

in London last Friday night to rally
against a sudden surge of anti-gay
hate crimes, including the recent
murder of 62-year-old lan Baynham,
who was en route to a club for a night
on the town when he was attacked.

LOUISIANA: A justice of the peace
who made headlines for refusing

to marry an interracial couple has
resigned from his duties.

MASSACHUSETTS: The Justice
Department is at odds with Mas-
sachusetts over a 1996 federal law
defining marriage as a union between
aman and a woman. Massachusetts
sued the federal government in July,
saying that the law is discriminatory
and deprives gay couples of some
federal spousal benefits. The Obama
administration agrees that the De-
fense of Marriage Act (DOMA) is
discriminatory and wants it repealed,
but says it has an obligation to defend
laws enacted by Congress while they
are on the books and can be reason-
ably defended.

MEDIA: Gay & Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation (GLAAD)
applauded Scholastic Inc. for the
company’s decision to feature an
LGBT inclusive book in its spring
Scholastic Book Fairs. The book is
Lauren Myracle’s Luv Ya Bunches,
about a young girl being raised by
lesbian parents.

MISSISSIPPI: 17-year-old Ceara
Sturgis, an out lesbian, is fighting

her high school superintendent’s
refusal to include her photo in the
senior yearbook because she is shown
wearing a tux.

MONTANA: the Supreme Court
ruled that a lesbian must be treated
as a mother to the two children she
raised with her partner of ten years.
The decision gives children the right
to maintain relationships with both
their parents after a break-up.

NEW YORK - UPSTATE: local
Republican leaders chose Dede
Scozzafava, a supporter of gay
rights and abortion rights, to fill a
vacated congressional seat, but she
immediately came under attack as
too liberal. Leading conservatives
like Sarah Palin lined up behind
the Conservative candidate, and
opponents of same-sex marriage and
abortion flooded the district with
volunteers from across the country.

Dede Scozzafava then quit the three-
way race and threw her support to
the Democrat Bill Owens — who
WON in what had been a Republican
stronghold.

RUSSIA: The U.N. Human Rights
Committee reviewed findings of a
report by an 18-member panel of
independent experts and urged Russia
to enact a number of reforms. The
expert panel said that one of their
areas of concern was the violence
against lesbian, gay and bisexual
persons, including reports of police
harassment.

TEXAS: Ms. Parker, the current
Houston city controller, will become
the first openly gay woman to be
elected mayor of a major American
city if she wins in a runoff election.
“I always told voters the truth. There
is an element of, “Well, if she will
tell us the truth about her sexual
orientation she will tell us the truth
about anything.””

WASHINGTON: The new top
federal prosecutor in Seattle, Jenny
Durkan, is the nation’s first openly
gay U.S. attorney. Gay rights
activists say her appointment reflects
a growing acceptance in the U.S.
as well as the attitude of President
Barack Obama’s administration.
[Earlier this month, Obama
nominated an openly gay police
sergeant to be the U.S. marshal in
Minneapolis; she would be the first
openly gay U.S. marshal.]

WASHINGTON, DC: The U.S.
Department of Justice decided not

to appeal a federal court ruling
awarding transgender veteran Diane
Schroer the maximum compensation
for the discrimination she suffered
after being offered a job with the
Library of Congress and then having
the offer rescinded when they learned
she was transgendered. [She was
awarded $491,000 in April]



Gay Marriage Enters

NJ Governor’s Race
[Julie Bolcer, Advocate.com, 2/2/09]

Republican candidate for governor
Chris Christie injected gay marriage
into the debate with a mailer that ap-
pears to be a last-minute scare tactic:
“Jon Corzine and Christopher Dag-
gett say they would legalize same-
sex marriage, Chris Christie says
he supports a Marriage Protection
Amendment that defines marriage as
a union of one man and one woman.
Jon Corzine and Christopher Daggett
say they want to convert all same-
sex civil unions to marriages. Chris
Christie opposes that plan. When you
vote this Tuesday, please vote for the
candidate that shares your values.”

The New Jersey legislature is
expected to vote on a bill to legal-
ize gay marriage in the lame-duck
session following the election, and
Governor Corzine pledged to sign the
bill. However, Chris Christie won the
election. So what happens next?

“Fortunate Families”
Expands Network

Nine months after introducing the
“Listening Parents Network” to help
Catholic parents of LGBT children,
Fortunate Families expanded its lis-
tening ministry to double the original
size. The Network was launched
in January, 2009, with 49 Catholic
parents volunteering to lend an un-
derstanding and non-judgmental ear
to other parents who might be strug-
gling with their child’s sexual orienta-
tion. Names, locations and contact
information about Listening Parents
is on www.fortunatefamilies.com.

IN MEMORIAM

Betsy Cochran, one of the
founders of PFLAG/Cape Cod,
Brewster, died on September 22 at
age 91.

A memorial service will be held
this Saturday, November 7, 1 pm, at
First Parish UU Church in Brewster.

Support for the Trans
Parent

What happens to children when
one of his/her parents is transgender
or transitioning? If the couple
decides to divorce and custody is
disputed, can a transgender parent's
rights be invalidated based on a court
finding that their identified gender is
not the recognized ‘legal’ gender?
What information exists about the
effect of having a trans-gender
parent? How do courts rule?

TransParentcy.org was founded
by a transgender parent and is dedi-
cated to the transgender parent and
their children.

Coming Out
in Middle School

[Excerpted from Benoit Denizet-Lewis,
..NYT Mag, 10/23/09]

A middle-school counselor in
Maine summed up the view of many
educators...when she conceded that
her school was “totally unprepared”
for openly gay students. “We always
knew middle school was a time when
kids struggle with their identity,” she
said, “but it was easy to let anti-gay
language slide because it’s so imbed-
ded in middle-school culture and
because we didn’t have students who
were out to us or their classmates.
Now we do, so we’re playing catch up
to try to keep them safe.”

As a response to anti-gay bullying
and harassment, at least 120 middle
schools across the country have
formed gay-straight alliance (GSA)
groups, where gay and lesbian
students and their straight peers meet
to brain-storm strategies for making
their campus safer. Some schools
allow students to be part of the
national Day of Silence each April.

Both GSA’s and Days of Silence
have been controversial in places, as
some parents and faculty object to
what they see as the promotion of
homosexuality, but there is growing

Victories in the Making!
[PFLAG National, 10/28/09]

A Family Victory! On October
15, Rep. Pete Stark (D-Calif))
introduced H.R. 3827, the “Every
Child Deserves a Family Act,” which
would restrict federal funds for
states that discriminate in adoption
or foster programs on the basis of
marital status, sexual orientation, or
gender identity. Currently, at least
five states specifically prohibit LGBT
people from adopting children. The
passage of this law would help our
LGBT friends open up their homes
to children who desperately need
families to call their own.

A Health Victory! On October
21, Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius
announced plans to create the first
national resource center for LGBT
senior citizens (over age 60), a group
estimated as high as 4 million. The
LGBT Resource Center will not
only help existing agencies build
competency and cultural sensitivity in
serving this growing community, but
also will expand awareness among
LGBT individuals about the need to
plan for later life and long-term care.
The Administration on Aging plans
to award a grant of $250,000 each
year to eligible entities, which include
public-private nonprofit organizations
with experience working on LGBT
issues on a national level.

A Housing Victory! On the
same day as HHS’s announcement,
Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Shaun Donovan discussed
the housing agency’s series of
proposals to ensure that its core
housing programs are open to all,
regardless of sexual orientation or
gender identity. Discrimination on
these bases is prohibited by the Fair
Housing Act, but HUD acknowledged
that the Act doesn’t specifically cite
its protection of LGBT people.

consensus among parents and middle-school educators that something must be
done to curb anti-gay bullying, classified by some to be the most psychologi-

cally harmful type of bullying.

Full text of this article is available at pflagcapecod.org: Stories/Articles.



Marriage Equality Voted Down
Continued from page one

Forcing any minority to endure a barrage of lies
and insults, ending with a vote that denies them full
citizenship, is cruel — it’s not the government our
founders envisioned. Ballot measures driven by preju-
dice are poison; honesty and equality are the essential
cure.

“So, as with last year’s election, the LGBT com-
munity must confront a bittersweet moment — an-
other devastating setback in Maine, together with
galvanizing wins in Washington State and Kalamazoo
— just as a year ago we woke up to find our rights
stripped away in California by Proposition §, but a
hopeful new day in the White House.

“We now have marriage equality in five states,
18,000 married lesbian and gay couples in California,
and the first federal law protecting against antigay
abuse. It’s encouraging and important that Washing-
ton State voters preserved that state’s comprehensive
domestic partners legislation. They were able to pick
their way through the muck of lies and misinformation
spread by our opponents— funded, as in the Prop 8
campaign, by a massive infusion of cash from out-
of-state religious groups. And the good news from
Kalamazoo, Michigan (LGBT antidiscrimination law)
confirms that positive change continues in the Mid-
west, as well as on the coasts and in Congress.

[With the repeal of the same-sex marriage law,
Maine became the 31st state to reject same-sex
marriage at the ballot box. Five other states — Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut, lowa, New Hampshire and
Vermont — have legalized same-sex marriage, but only
through court rulings and legislative action.]

Rainbows for PFLAG

Do you knit or crochet or know
someone who does? PFLAG
is working to raise money for
LGBT education and advocacy
on Cape Cod. One of our fund-
raising projects is to make and sell
rainbow-colored knit or crocheted
scarves and dog sweaters. We
have lots of yarn, but not many
knitters or crocheters! Please
call Amy if you or someone you
know can help. She will deliver
yarn, instructions, and needles/
hooks if needed, and will pick up

s
Amy’s dog wearing his
rainbow sweater.

completed items.
Contact Amy at
508-420-0696 or
508-737-5832, or
email mesirow(@
‘| comcast.net.

GLBT Group Meetings

PFLAG/Brewster, every third Monday, 7pm, 1st Parish Ch.

CIGSYA 56 Barnstable Rd, Hyannis, 7pm Wed & Thur Fam-
ily-Parent Meetings, 2nd Mondays, CIGSYA House

Straight Spouse Group: for information call 896-2620

Transgender Support: 2nd Wednesdays 7-9pm, 1st Parish
Winslow House, Harwich Rd, (J. Corso 362-4435)

Dates to Remember
Nov 16, Dec 21, Jan 18: Brewster PFLAG, 7 pm, Ist Parish

Nov 11, Dec 9, Jan 13: Transgender Support 362-4435
Nov. 11 is family/ally night, 6pm potluck, 7-9 discussion

Nov 11: Hearth ‘n Kettle Scholarship Fundraiser (coupon)
Nov 20 - 22: Transcending Boundaries Conference, Worcester
Nov 22: Outer Cape Chorale Chamber Singers, 3pm (see p.1)

Nov 29: Welcoming Congregations Coalition, 2pm, UU
Meeting House, Barnstable. Showing and Discussion of
The Rev. Bill Clark’s “Coming Out Day” sermon.

Feb. 13: 10th Annual Gayla Ball Dinner Dance,Sheraton
Hyannis Resort and Conference Center, 7pm - midnight

PFLAG/Cape Cod, Brewster

PO Box 241 Harwich Port, MA 02646

MISSION: Promote the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender persons, their families and friends, through Support, to cope with an
adverse society; Education, to enlighten an ill-informed public; and Advocacy, to
end discrimination and secure equal civil rights.

MEETINGS: 7 pm on the third Monday of each month at 1st Parish UU Church,
Brewster (Rte 6Anear Rte 124 intersection). Everyone is welcome. Forinformation
call 508-398-6471 or see our webpage.

MEMBERSHIP: Dues-paying members support the efforts of PFLAG both locally
and nationally. Fifteen dollars goes to PFLAG National (includes subscription to
Pflagpole), and the balance is used for our own Newsletter and the purchase of
pamphlets, books, and videos. Our fiscal year begins Oct. 1.

OFFICERS & BOARD: Coordnator, Randy Lewis-Kendell; Treasurer, Joanne
Hush; Corresponding Sec’y, Pem Schultz; Publicity, Joanne Hush; Newsletter,
Joann Figueras, Doris Scherbak, Amy Mesirow; Fundraising, Paul Goddu.
NEWSLETTER: Email info@pflagcapecod.org

WEBPAGE: www.pflagcapecod.org

Membership Application PFLAG/Brewster
_ $35Family _ $25 Individual __ $15 Limited income

$ Additional donation for local chapter
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Email

Checks are payable to PFLAG/Brewster. Mail to Joanne Hush,
200 Breakwater Rd, Brewster, MA 02631




