PFLAG of Cape Cod
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer and Questioning People

NEWSLETTER

From our President

Hello Everyone,
Our annual meeting was held on Sunday,
September 17, at the West Barnstable
Community Building. We had the pleasure of
listening to enlightening presentations from
our guest speakers Paul Goddu of the GALE
Fund, Bob Isadore, and David V. Bermudez.
David is a veteran of the 1969 Stonewall
Rebellion and provided a detailed account of
events leading up to the rebellion at

Board members Maxanne Millette Wordell, Joe
Lima, and Denise LaBarre, mug it up with guest
speakers Dave Bermudez and Bob Isadore at the
Annual Meeting.

New York’s Stonewall Inn that many believe
sparked the modern gay rights movement.

Summer-Fall 2017

I’d like to thank our outgoing Board members
Terry Norgeot (GSA Chair), Rona Robinson
(photographer), Diane Titcomb (Speakers
Bureau, Secretary, and Scholarship
Committee), Grant Pike (Youth Leader), and
Eric Nelson (Newsletter Editor). Eric will
continue to edit the newsletter. We have
three new members joining our Board: Ali
Sands (GSA co-chair), Maxanne Millette
Wordell (Secretary, GSA co-chair) and Rhys
Preston.
In addition to the new Board members, the
following Board positions are vacant:
Vice President -Presides over meetings when
the President is absent, contributes articles to
the newsletter, works closely with the
President, and typically assumes the role of
President after one year.
Webmaster - Maintains our chapter website.
This need not need to be a Board position, just
someone with good website skills.
Advocacy Chair - Keeps abreast of relevant
state and national legislative activity.
Fundraising Chair - Recruits helpers to plan
and execute at least two fund raising events,
annually. In charge of planned giving and
business sponsorships.
Publicity Chair - Submits press releases
regarding PFLAG events to the media.
Coordinates with the Webmaster and
Facebook administrator. Creates flyers for
advertising events.

Outreach Committee Chair - Identifies
opportunities for PFLAG to participate in
community events, such as fairs, parades, and
fund raisers, and ensures PFLAG coordination
in other important functions such as the
annual Transgender Day of Remembrance.
Recruits helpers to prepare for and staff
events.
Thank you,
Denise La Barre - President

Looking Back
Gay pride or LGBT pride is the positive stance
against discrimination and violence toward
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people
to promote their self-affirmation, dignity,
equal rights, increase their visibility as a
social group, build community, and celebrate
sexual diversity and gender variance. In this
spirit, PFLAG participated in two wonderful
events this summer: Cape Cod Pride and the
Provincetown Carnival Parade.
Cape Cod Pride
Spearheaded by No Place for Hate and PFLAG,
Cape Cod Pride 2017 turned out to be an
amazing event. A
big thank you to
everyone who
planned, devoted
their time, and
worked hard to
make it a huge
success. More
than 400 people
attended, and we
raised $3,000 to
help Freedom
Massachusetts
fight the 2018
Joe staffing the PFLAG table
ballot initiative
to repeal the
transgender non-discrimination law. We
enjoyed great entertainment by Zoe Lewis,
poet Kim Baker, music provided by DJ Frye, as
well as raffle items, food and numerous
vendor displays.

To build on this year’s success, we’re looking
for volunteers to join a planning committee
for next year’s event. Please join us for
dessert, and share your ideas on Thursday,
October 19, 2017, 7:00–8:00pm at Waquoit
Congregational Church, 15 Parsons Lane,
East Falmouth. We hope to hear from as
many members of the Upper Cape’s LGBTQ
and Allied Community as possible. If you live
in Falmouth, Mashpee, Sandwich, or Bourne,
please come out to make next year’s Cape Cod
Pride even better!! RSVP is not required, but
would help us prepare for the meeting, and
make sure we have enough desserts for
everyone. Please contact Sue Wilson at
attysuew@suewilsonlaw.com ,
or 508-548-7700

Provincetown Carnival Parade
One of the highlights of the summer season is
the Provincetown Carnival parade, which took
place this year on August 17. With the theme
of Gods & Goddesses, members and friends of
PFLAG proudly marched down Commercial
Street as "The Gods and Goddesses of the
LGBTQ community"! Some of the Deities
included Mom: Goddess of Unconditional Love,
Dad: God of Protection, Grandma: Goddess of
Comfort, and Friend: Goddess of
Understanding. During the parade, over 200
copies of the children's book Good Night
Families were handed out to the young
children lining the parade route. The books,
donated by the book’s author and publisher,
Adam Gamble, celebrate the diverse range of
families, including those with gay and lesbian
parents. We thank Adam for his generous
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gesture, and for driving his decorated truck as
part of PFLAG's parade float!

light dinner will be offered, starting at
5:30 p.m. Program begins at 6:15 p.m. This is
a collaboration between Fenway Health,
PFLAG of Cape Cod, Independence House,
Cape Cod’s Women’s International League for
Peace & Freedom, First Parish Church
Brewster, and Eastern Bank.

From the Treasurer's Ledger

Our PFLAG Gods and Goddesses

Looking Ahead
There will be a viewing of the 90-minute
documentary, “Gender Revolution: A
Journey with Katie Couric,” at the
September 26 Falmouth group meeting,
7:00 p.m., at the Falmouth Jewish
Congregation, 7 Hatchville Road, East
Falmouth.
In recognition of National Coming Out Day on
October 11, we’ve decided to organize a
special premiere of the documentary “The
Sunday Sessions”. The feature length film is an
intimate portrait of one man’s struggle to
reconcile his religious conviction and sexual
identity. To the knowledge of
director/producer Richard Yeagley, this is the
only time a documentary crew was allowed
ongoing and unencumbered access into the
inner workings of conversion therapy.
Through our efforts, we hope to raise
awareness about the serious harm this
“therapy” can cause. The film will be shown
sometime in November, date, time, and
location to be determined.
Transgender Day of Remembrance
Please join us for the 18th International
Transgender Day of Remembrance, Friday
evening, November 17, at the Harwich
Community Center, 100 Oak St, Harwich. A

Autumn is here and that means crisp days,
apple picking, blazing fall foliage, and the
beginning of the new fiscal year! That's right,
October 1 marks the beginning of the new
fiscal year, so be on the lookout for our
outreach letter and member renewal form
arriving in your mail soon. The membership
levels and dues are Family ($45), Individual
($30), and Limited Income ($15). From each
membership, $15 goes to PFLAG National, and
the balance remains here to cover business
expenses (insurance, postage, website
hosting, etc.), the scholarship fund, donations
made to local organizations, purchasing books
and materials for our lending library, and any
other expenses that arise. This past year we
had a total of 73 memberships, so hopefully
we'll be able to surpass that number in the
new fiscal year. I encourage you return your
completed member renewal form and dues
promptly. And as I like to remind everyone,
it's because of YOU that we are able to fulfill
PFLAG's mission of providing support,
education and advocacy in our community.
Thank you!
Joe Lima - Treasurer
In Memory of Anne Toran
On June 22nd, PFLAG of Cape Cod lost a loyal
and passionate member with the passing of
Anne Toran at the age of 80. Anne was a
champion of human rights and equality,
particularly for the LGBTQ community, and
was instrumental in helping the UU
Fellowship of Falmouth become a Welcoming
Congregation. In addition to PFLAG, Anne was
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very active in Falmouth’s No Place for Hate
and for many years helped to organize
Falmouth’s Solidarity Sunday. As her obituary
noted, "Anne has worked tirelessly to make
the world a kinder place for everyone," and
for that we are thankful. PFLAG of Cape Cod is
honored to have been named the beneficiary
of donations made in her memory, and is very
grateful to Anne and her family for
remembering PFLAG with their kind and
meaningful gesture.

LGBTQ Group Meetings
PFLAG/Brewster, 3rd Monday of each month,
7 PM, First Parish UU Church, 1969 Main St.,
Brewster (Rte. 6A, near Rte. 124).
PFLAG/Falmouth, last Tuesday of each
month, 7 PM, Falmouth Jewish Congregation,
7 Hatchville Rd., E. Falmouth.
Thrive at CIGSYA: 56 Barnstable Rd,
Hyannis, open Wednesdays 4-6:30 pm,
www.wethrive.us
Falmouth Gay Men’s Group:
www.FalmouthMensGroup.org
GALE Fund (Gay and Lesbian Equity Fund)
www.galefund.org
Lesbian Group:
www.meetup.com/CapeCodWomen
Transgender Support: every 2nd Wed, 7pm,
First Parish Winslow House, Rte. 124 at 6A,
Brewster. Contact Sarah Carpenter at:
scarpentervascik@gmail.com
LGBT Seniors Group: 4th Friday of each
month at 6:00 pm. Orleans COA, 150 Rock
Harbor Rd.

PFLAG of Cape Cod
PO Box 262, Marstons Mills, MA 02648
MISSION: By meeting people where they are and
collaborating with others, PFLAG realizes its
vision through support for families, allies and
people who are LGBTQ, Education for ourselves
and others about the unique issues and
challenges facing people who are LGBTQ, and
Advocacy in our communities to change attitudes
and create policies and laws that achieve full
equality for people who are LGBTQ.
MEMBERSHIP: Dues-paying members support
the efforts of PFLAG locally and nationally.
Fifteen dollars of the annual membership fee goes
to PFLAG National. Our fiscal year begins
October 1.
OFFICERS & BOARD: Denise La Barre
(President), Joe Lima (Treasurer), and Ali Sands
(GSA co-chair), Maxanne Millette Wordell (GSA
co-chair) and Rhys Preston.
NEWSLETTER: Editor - Eric Nelson
Email: editor@pflagCapeCod.org
WEBSITE: www.pflagCapeCod.org
FACEBOOK: “PFLAG Cape Cod”

Membership Application PFLAG of
Cape Cod
___$45 Family ____$30 Individual___$15 Limited
income. $_____Additional donation for local chapter

Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
City___________________State_____Zip______
Phone______________Email________________
I prefer the Newsletter by EMAIL / PAPER COPY
(Please circle one)

Make checks payable to PFLAG of Cape Cod.
Mail to Joe Lima, PO Box 262, Marstons Mills, MA
02648

PFLAG of Greater Boston: www.gbpflag.org
Helpline: 866-427-3524
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